
 

 

Pastor’s Ramblings September 2026 
 

It is hard to believe that fall is rapidly encroaching upon us. 

After returning from our sabbatical, it seems that our summertime here 

was truncated. Our time since being home has been great, but I wish our 

NH summer was a month longer. 

Again, I want to thank the church for the time away. It was wonderful to 

slow down and truly take time to reflect and be renewed. 

One of the striking lessons for me was seeing the consistent reminders 
of God’s presence. From grand architecture to the small chapels and 
crosses on mountain passes, you could not get away from being 
alert to God’s presence- if you were paying attention.  
 
Upon returning to the church, it has been obvious of God’s presence here 

as well. It has been fun watching the new people who have made a home 

here and listening to the reports on what has gone on in my absence. It is 

wonderful and presents us with a challenge. 

On our travels some of the most discouraging moments were standing in 

front of an obvious reminder of God and yet seeing people oblivious to 

what we were seeing and simply stopping, snapping a “selfie” and quickly 

moving on. 
 

From my observations God is doing something in our midst. Each week 

we are getting a constant stream of people stopping in to ask questions 

about faith and stay to find answers. Our new growth is coming from not 

just new people, but seekers, and younger individuals and families. This 

presents us with opportunities, and dangers. 
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The opportunity is to discover what questions, needs, help the people 

who are finding us have- and using the best we have to serve them. 

The danger is not paying attention to what is happening and to simply 

planning as we usually do in our ministries without taking time to pray, 

ask, discover and then adjust to meet the needs of this new 

generation of the church.  Will we be too quick to simply do what we 

have done to consider what God might have us do? Will we fill our 

calendars before seeking what should fill them for this next chapter of 

ministry? Will we take our church year “Selfie” and move on before 

recognizing where and how God is at work? 

Sabbatical was a good lesson in how to slow down, personally and 

spiritually. It is still a struggle personally not to ramp back up and run 

too far too fast and miss God at work. 

As we come into this new season, I keep trying to slow down and ask, 

“God help me to not miss what you are doing. Help me to slow down 

and watch, and see, and then join you.” Can we all do the same? 

Along with all this, let us not neglect our own spiritual growth. Are you 

in a small group? Are you in an adult class? Prayer group? 

Discipleship group? Where am I deepening my walk with Jesus? With 

whom? 

This is an exciting time. I look forward to this time ahead. Let’s see 

what God has in store for all of us as we walk and watch with Him, and 

each other. 

Pastor Kevin 
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